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Prison Dreams

So you want to know about my dreams. As you may have guessed,
most of my dreams begin with my release from prison. fo some this
might seem a small thing, but to me it is everything. You see,
I am serving a Life-8entence and have been in prison for almost
Thirty-Three years.

Over the years I've had many dreams, some of them have even
come true. Growing up I dreamed of going to college and getting
a degree. However, the opportunity to go to school was not an
option for me. When I came to prison and learned that I coulq,
attend c¢bllege and get a degree, I took advantage and my dream
came true.

When I first came to prison I was estranged from my father.

Over the years I dreamed of the day when I would be able to see

him and reconnect with him on a father and son basis. About Fifteen

years ago that dream came true. My father finally came to visit
me in prison and continued to visit me on a regular basis until

his death. I wish I could have seen him as a free man but I am

grateful for the time we had together.

Currently I am at a crossroads in my life. I have been prep-
aring for my release the entire time I have been in prison. My
guestion is now that release in the near future is a possibility,
what will I do with my life? and What are my dreams for the world
beyond prison?

I have high hopes for the future. I plan to be a force for
good. My dream, if you can call it that, is to help eliminate
hunger and homelessness in my community. I don't have to be rich

or highly skilled, all I need is a desire to help and be willing
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to work. My plan is to work with community organizations such as
community gardens and Habitat for Humanity to help make other's
lives better.

In the past I caused enough harm for a lifetime. With what
remains of my life, I want to make peace with myself, my community.,
and with God. If I can find any measure of success in this
endeavor, then I can reaeh the end of my life knowing that it

wasn't a meaningléss waste.

Raskolnikov
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