
Dre am   

Co l l e c t o r s

G r e e t i n g s    Oa k h i l l    Pr i s o n    Hu m a n i t i e s    Pr o j e c t    D r e a m e r s !

Thanks    for    shar ing    your    dreams   with    the    Dream    Col lec tors,   an   ar t i s t - in-
res idency    projec t    at    Madison    Publ ic    Library,    which    i s    curated    by    Megan  
Marsh-McGlone,   Andrew   Sa lyer,   and   Kat ie   Schaag.

Our   UW    School   of    Library   &    Informat ion    Studies   c lass    Topics    in    Communi ty  
Engagement    was    insp i red   by   your   dreams.   We   pos ted   your   dreams    toge ther   
with   ours    at    Madison    Publ ic    Library   and   documented    the   exper ience    to    share   
with   you.

Persimmon  Dream  Exit,  2015



The   Dream   Collectors  
project  was   inspired  by  the  
Surrealists,  a  group  of  artists  
who   hoped  to    liberate  the  
human  mind.   They   opened  
a   1924  Bureau  of   Surrealist  
Research   in   Paris   and  
invited  the    public  to   visit  
and   share   dreams  they   had  
while   sleeping,  to    create  an  
" a r c h i v e   o f   t h e  
unconscious."  

Bureau  of  Surrealist  Research,  Paris  1924

Surrealism   was   intended   as   an  
instrument  for   human    liberation  as  
well   as   an   artistic   movement.  
Building  on  the  ideas  of  Karl  Marx  
and  Sigmund  Freud,  the   Surrealists  
hoped   to   inspire   revolutionary  
political   struggle,   destabilizing  
b o u r g e o i s   c u l t u r e   a n d   
consciousness.        

The  Surrealist  Revolution,  1925

The   Surrealist   archive   of  
dreams   was  an    attempt  to  
discover  a  revolutionary    new  
order  in  chaos,    in  "the  din  of  
unconconscious   cacophony,"  
rather   than   to   impose   an  
organizational  scheme.

Members  of  the  Bureau  of  Surrealist  Research,  
Man  Ray  1924



Automatic  Drawing,  
André  Masson,  1925

Here   are  some    images  from  
the   Surrealist   archive  of   the  
unconscious.

André   Masson   experimented  
with   automatic   drawing.  The  
hand   was   allowed  to    travel  
across   the   page,   without  
conscious  input  from  the  artist.  

René  Magritte  hoped  to    liberate  
the   imagination   with   playful  
visions.   False  Mirror    challenges  
what  we  think  we  see  and  know.  
Is the sky a reflection of what 
the eye is seeing? Is the eye in 
fact an opening into another 
reality? 

Salvador   Dali   preferred   dream  
imagery.   Drawing  on   a    more  
classical  artistic  style,  Dali  created  
detailed  scenes   of   fantasy   and  
"delirious  phenomena."  

The  Persistence  of  Memory,  
Salvador  Dali,  1931

False  Mirror,  
René  Magritte,  1928



Mad i s o n ' s   2 0 15   Dre am  
Collectors   have   invited   the  
public   to   visit   the   library's  
Bubbler   makerspace  and    share  
their  dreams  during  the  month  
of  March.  

Like  the    Surrealist   dream   archive,  the    Bubbler  is   a  
revolutionary  concept:   a    library  space    that  aims   to  
liberate  human    creativity,   rather  than   impose   an  
organizational  scheme.  Named  for   Wisconsin's  iconic  
drinking   fountain,   the   Bubbler   taps   community  
resources  to    encourage   hands-on,  peer   supported  
learning  and  digital  literacy.

Madison  Public  Library,  2014

L i b e r a t i n g   t h e   
i m a g i n a t i o n   b y   
c h a l l e n g i n g   o u r   
v i s i o n :   d o e s   t h e  
image   frame   the  sky   or  
a n   o p e n i n g   t o   a n  
alternative  reality?

Euclidean  Promenades,  
René  Magritte,  1955

Bubbler  Dream  Collectors,  2015



Here we are 
in the Bubbler room, which 

has morphed into a dreamscape. 
We'll pass the mic to share our 

experiences.

It  was  really  
interesting  to  get  to  talk  

about  that  kind  of  unconscious  
part  of  you  that  you  don't  

normally  think  about  or  pay  
much  attention  to.

I  enjoyed  just  getting  to  look  
around  the  space,..the  way  that  it  was  sort  of  

surreal,  surrealist  themed.



1.  What  time  of  day  or  night  is  
it  in  your  dream?

2.  What’s  the  temperature  like?

3.  What  does  the  air  smell  like?

4.  What  are  some  of  the  sounds  
you  can  hear?

Use  these  art  supplies  to  share  a  dream  
you  had  when  sleeping.  Use  words  or  
pictures,  share  in  any  way  you  like.

Here  was  our  prompt:

And   we   read  
your   dreams--which   were  
posted   on   the   wall--for  

inspiration

To  get  in  touch  with  our  
unconscious  mind,  we  did  some  
automatic  drawing  and  sensory  

memory  exercises.



I feel really 
privileged to read these 

dreams, people are so creative. 
Many don’t want to come out 

of the dream, because it's 
so good. 

I  was  
struggling  at  first,  and  then  

looking  at  everyone  else's  dreams,  
it  reminded  me  of  ones  that  I  

actually  had  before.



I had a pretty vivid 
dream the other night, so it was fun to 

actually draw it out



It’s 
comforting to see that 
everyone dreams really 

weird things. 

It was 
hard to think of a 

dream that wasn’t totally 
weird. But then I just decided 
to share mine anyway and was 
encouraged when I saw that a 

lot of the other dreams 
were weird. 



It   was   fascinating  to   talk   about  
when  people  started  or  stopped  remembering  their  dreams,  and  what  

kind  of  dreams  they  remembered.

We are not 
having the dream, the 

dream has us, carries us, and, at 
a given moment, it drops us.    

           --Hélène Cixous



I read books 
on dreams and 

symbolism...I’m gonna try to keep a 
dream journal.



More  dreams  will  be  collected  
for   the   Bubbler   at   library  
events   throughout   March,  
such  as    Night  Light   (right).  
Nex t   y e a r,   t h e   Dre am  
Collectors   will   commission  
several   artists   to   elaborate    
their   dreams   in   different  
media.

I’m really 
excited to see what the space looks 
like as it continues to fill up with 

people’s dreams!

I really 
liked watching the 
wall fill up with 

our dreams. 



Some  closing  thoughts  as  we  
EXIT  the  Bubbler:

I just want to 
thank all the folks for sharing their 

dreams. It was an honor to read them, and to 
reflect on my own dreams and try to understand 

the importance of them. So I just want to say 
miigwech, thank you.*

*From a visiting member of the Mole Lake Sokaogon 
Chippewa Community. Miigwech means thank you.

I want to say to 
the people at Oakhill how much I 

enjoyed the documentary about the Oakhill 
Prison Humanities Project. It was really good, and 

it’s also nice to have Jose here, who’s 
connected to you guys. 

I just really like 
that we have this 

community web and this kind 
of inter-connectedness.



We  like  to  think  that  members  of  
the  Bureau  of  Surrealist  Research  
would  have  approved  of  the  

Bubbler,  the  Dream  Collectors  
project,  and  our  collaboration  as  a  

revolutionary  
approach  to  liberating  
the  human  mind.
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